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August Weather Reduces Yield Potential in Crops 
 

Hot and mostly dry weather during August took a toll on crops in the Volunteer State and lowered yield expectations.  

Widely scattered showers, although welcomed, were not enough to offset the stifling heat.  There were also some isolated 

cases of heavy downpours that resulted in localized flooding. A September 1 survey of farmers conducted by the 

Tennessee Field Office of USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service showed the following: Corn, 122 bushels per 

acre, down 26 bushels from last year’s record yield of 148 bushels; Cotton, 881 pounds per acre, up 38 pounds from last 

year; Soybeans, 34 bushels per acre, 11 bushels below last year’s record yield of 45 bushels per acre; and Burley 

Tobacco, 1,800 pounds per acre, down 120 pounds from last year.   
 

Cotton Production Rises Above 2009 
 

Tennessee’s cotton production is forecast at 710,000 bales, up 44 percent from last year but down 20,000 bales from a 

month earlier.  Cotton yields are expected to average 881 pounds per acre, up 38 pounds from the previous year.  

Producers expect to harvest 387,000 acres, up 107,000 acres from 2009.  August weather was generally very hot, but 

scattered showers in most cotton producing counties kept the outlook favorable for good yields.  The crop is now opening 

rapidly at a pace about two weeks ahead of normal.  Defoliation is occurring and harvest will start soon.  Bolls are 

reported as small but numerous.  On the positive side, the crop received good heat units but the gain was held back by 

oppressively hot night-time temperatures.   
 

Soybean Production Down Nearly a Third 
 

Soybean production is forecast at 47.9 million bushels, down 30 percent from last year. Soybean yields are forecast at 34 

bushels per acre, 11 bushels below the previous record of 45 bushels per acre set in 2009.  Acreage for harvest is 

estimated at 1.41 million acres, down 120,000 from a year ago.  The lack of soaking rains during August, coupled with 

hot and dry weather, caused a reduction in yield potential.  There were pockets across the state that did receive some 

rainfall, but most of these places were not in our largest soybean producing areas.  Double-cropped soybeans were short 

and growers were pessimistic concerning yields. 
 

Corn Production Below 2009 Level 
 

Tennessee’s corn production is forecast at 73.2 million bushels, down 16 percent from a year ago.  Yields are expected to 

average 122 bushels per acre, 26 bushels below 2009’s record yield of 148 bushels per acre.  Farmers expect to harvest 

600,000 acres for grain, 10,000 more than last year.  As of the week ending September 5, eighty-eight percent of the 

state's corn crop was mature, with over half of the acreage already harvested.  Growers report variable success with yield 

extremes on both the high and low sides.  Favorable harvest weather has occurred. 
 

Burley Production Holds Steady From a Year Ago 
 

As of September 1, burley production is forecast at 27.0 million pounds, virtually unchanged from a year ago. Yields are 

forecast to average 1,800 pounds per acre, down 120 pounds from last year. Acreage for harvest is estimated at 15,000 

acres, an increase of 1,000 acres from 2009.  Forecasts for the dark types are unchanged, but burley producers saw 

prospects diminish from what they thought earlier.  Unfortunately, some of the rainfall in August came in the form of 

severe weather that laid down some burley tobacco and flooded out other fields.  Overall, growers report that they opted 

to top and harvest early to save what they could from a drought stricken crop. As a result, even when beneficial rains fell, 

it was too late.  Yields are expected to be highly variable, ranging from excellent to very poor.  On the positive side, the  



crop is curing very well.  Topping is about completed and harvest is in full-swing.  Tennessee’s dark-fired tobacco yields 

are forecast at 2,800 pounds per acre, down 300 pounds from the previous year, while dark air-cured is forecast to yield 

2,500 pounds per acre, down 200 pounds from 2009. 
 

 

Cotton Ginnings:  Running Bales Ginned (Excluding Linters)  

As of September 1, Crop Years 2007-2010 by Crop, State, and United States 

Crop and State 
Running Bales Ginned 

2007 2008
 

2009 2010 

Upland     

AL 4,300 - - 11,100 

AZ 12,900 
1 

4,250 
1
 

AR 12,050 
1
 - 54,050 

GA 
1
 1,250 - 9,750 

LA 850 4,450 5,850 66,100 

MS 4,150 - 
1
 60,250 

MO 37,800 - - 4,450 

NC 
1
 - - 3,100 

TN 7,850 - - 11,800 

TX 293,600 465,050 164,400 521,550 

US 374,650 475,550 174,550 747,200 
1 Not published to avoid disclosing individual gins.   – Represent’s zero. 

 

  

Crop Forecasts: Tennessee and United States, September , 2010, with Comparisons 

Crop Units 

Harvested Acres Yield Per Acre Production 

2009 

 Indicated 

2010 2009 

Indicated 

2010 2009 

Indicated 

2010 

  Thousands Number of Units Thousands 

TENNESSEE        

Apples lb. --- --- 8,890 10,000 8,000 9,000 

Corn for grain bu. 590 600 148 122 87,320 73,200 

Cotton
1
 lb. 280 387 843 881 492 710 

Hay, All (excluding Alfalfa) Ton 1,900 1,900 2.20 2.20 4,180 4,180 

Soybeans bu. 1,530 1,410 45.0 34.0 68,850 47,940 

Tobacco, All lb. 21.6 22.3 2,313 2,113 49,960 47,110 

  Dark fire-cured  lb. 6.4 6.2 3,100 2,800 19,840 17,360 

  Burley  lb. 14.0 15.0 1,920 1,800 26,880 27,000 

  Dark air-cured lb. 1.2 1.1 2,700 2,500 3,240 2,750 

Winter Wheat bu. 340 190 51.0 52.0 17,340 9,880 

 

UNITED STATES 

       

Apples lb. --- --- --- --- 9,914,900 9,476,100 

Corn for grain bu. 79,590 81,005 164.7 162.5 13,110,062 13,159,700 

Cotton
1
 lb. 7,528.7 10,773 777 839 12,187.5 18,840.8 

Hay, All (excluding Alfalfa) ton 38,528 38,924 1.98 2.09 76,412 81,439 

Soybeans bu. 76,372 77,986 44.0 44.7 3,359,011 3,482,899 

Tobacco, All lb. 354.2 331.1 2,322 2,193 822,567 726,253 

  Dark fire-cured lb. 16.15 15.40 3,281 3,056 52,990 47,055 

  Burley  lb. 101.9 90.9 2,109 1,980 214,896 179,975 

  Dark air-cured lb. 5.8 5.9 2,938 2,744 17,040 16,190 

Winter Wheat bu. 34,485 32,085 44.2 47.5 1,522,718 1,522,902 
1 Production in 480-lb. net weight bales.  U.S. production includes American-Pima cotton. 



Tennessee Cash Rents, 2010 

District  

& County 
1 

Non-Irrigated 

Cropland Rent 

Pastureland 

Rent 

District  

& County 
1 

Non-Irrigated 

Cropland Rent 

Pastureland  

Rent 

 Dollars/Acre  Dollars/Acre 

Dyer (D) 26.50 Smith 62.00 17.00 

Lake 101.00 (D) Sumner 72.50 18.00 

Lauderdale 99.00 28.50 Trousdale (D) 19.00 

Obion 97.00 28.00 Williamson 48.00 18.50 

Tipton 91.00 25.00 Wilson (D) 16.50 

Other
 

90.50 24.00 Other 38.00 (D) 

Delta 94.50 26.50 Central Basin  55.00 18.00 

Benton 59.00 (D) Bledsoe 38.00 18.00 

Carroll 85.00 22.00 Coffee 60.00 20.50 

Chester 61.50 22.00 Cumberland 71.00 20.50 

Crockett 104.00 (D) Fentress 40.00 18.00 

Decatur (D) 18.00 Franklin 81.00 25.50 

Fayette 72.00 22.00 Grundy 60.00 18.50 

Gibson (D) 24.00 Marion 67.50 19.00 

Hardeman 72.00 19.00 Morgan 40.50 21.00 

Hardin 61.50 18.00 Overton 35.50 18.00 

Haywood 106.00 (D) Pickett 34.50 20.00 

Henderson 68.00 22.50 Putnam (D) 19.50 

Henry 96.00 21.50 Sequatchie (D) 16.00 

Madison 94.50 26.00 Warren 63.50 19.50 

McNairy (D) 19.00 White 41.00 21.00 

Weakley 95.00 26.50 Other 46.00 19.00 

Other 85.00 26.50 Cumberland Plateau 59.50 19.50 

West Tennessee 88.00 21.50 Anderson 30.00 18.00 

Cheatham 53.00 23.00 Blount 35.00 19.00 

Dickson 48.00 17.00 Bradley 37.00 17.00 

Hickman 39.00 17.50 Campbell 38.00 19.00 

Houston (D) 17.50 Carter 32.00 17.50 

Humphreys 46.50 17.00 Claiborne 39.50 16.00 

Lawrence 64.00 19.50 Cocke 46.00 18.00 

Lewis (D) 17.50 Grainger 34.00 17.00 

Montgomery 110.00 18.50 Greene 48.00 19.00 

Perry (D) 17.50 Hamblen 41.00 17.00 

Robertson 127.00 26.00 Hamilton (D) 18.00 

Stewart 55.00 19.00 Hancock (D) 16.00 

Wayne 40.00 18.00 Hawkins (D) 17.00 

Other 40.00 (D) Jefferson 35.50 18.00 

Western Rim 81.00 19.00 Johnson (D) 18.00 

Bedford 41.00 19.00 Knox 34.00 19.50 

Cannon 59.50 18.00 Loudon 37.00 17.00 

Clay (D) 19.50 McMinn 38.00 17.00 

Davidson (D) 19.00 Meigs 35.50 14.50 

De Kalb 52.00 19.00 Monroe 57.50 18.50 

Giles 67.00 16.50 Polk 37.00 17.50 

Jackson (D) 17.00 Rhea 41.00 17.00 

Lincoln 66.00 18.50 Roane (D) 16.00 

Macon 66.00 21.00 Sevier 36.00 18.50 

Marshall 43.50 18.00 Sullivan 33.00 18.00 

Maury 45.00 18.00 Union 31.00 16.00 

Moore 43.00 22.50 Washington 50.00 20.00 

Rutherford 52.00 20.00 Other  34.00 (D) 

 East Tennessee 39.00 17.50 

 State 76.00 19.00 
(D) Data not published for failure to meet statistical standards for publication.  Data combined with Other for these counties.  1 If county not listed, data is combined 

with Other counties in district.   

  



Layers and Eggs:  Layers on Hand and Eggs Produced by Selected States 

and United States, During August 2009 and 2010 

Selected States 

 Table Egg Layers in 

 Flocks 30,000 or more 
All Layers 

1
 

Eggs per 100 for 

All Layers 
1
 

2009 2010 2009 2010 2009 2010 

 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 Number Number 

Alabama 1,227 1,348 9,081 9,625 1,927 1,953 

Arkansas 3,380 3,244 11,873 12,010 2,080 2,040 

Georgia 8,611 8,025 17,197 16,610 2,163 2,137 

North Carolina 5,523 5,773 12,578 13,091 2,091 2,108 

All Other States 
2
 253,612 258,944 281,883 287,746 2,319 2,321 

United States 272,353 277,334 332,612 339,082 2,283 2,283 
1 Includes all layers and eggs produced in both table egg and hatching egg flocks regardless of size.  2 Tennessee included in other states. 

 

Livestock Slaughter
1
: Tennessee & United States, August 2009 and 2010 

 

Species 

Number 

Slaughtered 

Total 

Live Weight 

Average 

Live Weight 

2009 2010 2009 2010 2009 2010 

 1,000 Head 1,000 Pounds Pounds 

Tennessee       

  Cattle 2.6 3.2 2,208 2,692 865 857 

  Calves - - - - - - 

  Hogs 69.2 64.9 31,775 29,423 461 454 

  Sheep & lambs 1.4 1.6 100 119 74 73 

United States       

  Cattle 2,781.9 2,955.9 3,587,063 3,763,591 1,293 1,277 

  Calves 76.8 76.2 17,787 19,082 234 254 

  Hogs 9,340.0 9,113.2 2,500,176 2,427,975 268 267 

  Sheep & lambs 203.4 204.0 26,720 25,602 131 126 
1 Includes slaughter under Federal inspection and other commercial slaughter (excludes farm slaughter).  - Represent’s zero. 

 

 

 

 


